             Procedure for Issuing Summary Ratings Involving Almaraz/Guzman

With the series of decisions regarding Almaraz/Guzman, the evaluating physician may provide an alternative rating to accurately assess impairment. In doing so, the physician must stay within the four corners of the AMA Guides. The standard AMA Guides rating, as prescribed by the Labor Code and the 2005 PDRS, remains prima facie evidence. Prior DEU procedure has been to issue only a standard AMA Guides rating and annotate the existence of an Almaraz/Guzman rating.

The new procedure for DEU for summary ratings involving Almaraz/Guzman will be to issue both a standard AMA Guides summary rating and an alternative Almaraz/Guzman summary rating. On page two of each summary rating, the ratings will be identified in the rating formula display on the line beneath the doctor’s name as follows:
	Rating Type
	Language

	Summary AMA Guides Rating
	Rating per AMA Guides

	Summary Almaraz/Guzman Rating
	Rating per Almaraz Case


The standard AMA Guides and Almaraz/Guzman ratings on the same report will be cross referenced as follows:
Standard AMA Guides rating – A companion Almaraz rating has been issued. 

Almaraz/Guzman rating – A companion AMA Guides rating has been issued. The AMA Guides rating remains prima facie evidence.

Standard AMA Guides Rating:
1) List the factors of disability used either by the physician or the rater in providing a standard AMA guides rating.

2) Beneath the physician’s name and date of report on page two of the summary rating, state “Rating per AMA Guides”

3) Beneath the summary digest on page one, cross reference an alternative Almaraz/Guzman rating with the language “A companion Almaraz rating has been issued.”

Almaraz/Guzman Rating:

1) List the factors of disability used either by the physician or the rater in providing an Almaraz/Guzman rating.

2) Beneath the physician’s name and date of report on page two of the summary rating, state “Rating per Almaraz case”

3) Beneath the summary digest on page one, cross reference a standard AMA Guides rating with the language “A companion AMA Guides rating has been issued. The AMA Guides rating remains prima facie evidence.”

4) If no AMA guides rating has been provided by physician, annotate as follows: “No AMA Guides rating has been provided.

If the standard AMA Guides rating has no ratable impairment, a standard AMA Guides summary rating of 0% will still be issued and cross referenced with the Almaraz/Guzman summary rating. If the standard AMA rating is unratable, a non-ratable summary rating will be issued and cross referenced with the Almaraz/Guzman rating.
                                                       Example
Farm Labor Age  35

AMA Guides impairment: Lumbar DRE II: 8 WP

Almaraz/Guzman impairment: Analogy to hernia Table 6-9 class 2: 19 WP

Standard AMA Guides Summary Rating:

Page One: Summary Digest/Factors of Disability
Lumbar DRE II: 8 WP

A companion Almaraz rating has been issued.
Page Two: Final Formula Display
*Joe Montana, MD*QME*9/13/11*
Rating per AMA Guides

15.03.01.00 – 8 – [5]10 – 491H – 13 – 12 Final PD

(Weeks of permanent disability will reflect 12% PD rating)

Almaraz/Guzman Summary Rating:

Page One: Summary Digest/Factors of Disability
Lumbar analogy to hernia Table 6-9 class 2: 19 WP

A companion AMA Guides rating has been issued. The AMA Guides rating remains prima facie evidence.

Page Two: Final Formula Display
*Joe Montana, MD*QME*9/13/11*
Rating per Almaraz case

15.03.01.99 – 19 – [5]24 – 491H – 29 – 28 Final PD

(Weeks of permanent disability will reflect 28% PD rating)
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